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Agnew, Neville, ed. (2010). Conservation of Ancient Sites on the Silk Road: Proceedings of the Second 
International Conference on the Conservation of Grotto Sites, Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang, People's 
Republic of China, June 28-July 3, 2004. Los Angeles, CA: Getty Conservation Institute. 
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/gci_pubs/2nd_silkroad 

Barber, Elizabeth Wayland (1999). The Mummies of Ürümchi. New York: W. W. Norton. 
Barber taught at Occidental College and is trained in both linguistics and archaeology; she is a great storyteller. 
Author of Prehistoric Textiles (Princeton, 1991) and Women's Work: The First 20,000 Years (New York, 1994), 
here she explores Caucasoid mummies now in the Xinjiang Regional Museum, Urumqi, excavated in the 
Taklamakan Desert, with a focus on their woolen textiles leading to a discussion of the origins of these people. 

Barfield, Thomas J. (1993). The Nomadic Alternative. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall. 
 A comparative study of pastoral nomadic societies in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East provides historical 

information concerning horse-riding nomads and the state (China) in the context of ecology, ethnography, social 
organization, politics, and the rise and fall of the great steppe empires. 

Foltz, Richard (2010). Religions of the Silk Road: Premodern Patterns of Globalization. Rev. 2nd Ed. New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Viewing a long trajectory of dominant world systems, Foltz links religion and trade, tracing paths of Buddhism, 
Shamanism, Nestorian Christianity, Manichaeism, and Islam along the ancient Silk Road, culminating in an 
intriguing epilogue that puts forward “the religion of the market” as being dominant today.   

Golden, Peter B. (2011). Central Asia in World History. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 
 Examines this region from geopolitical perspectives considering agriculture, trade, and urbanization, as well as 

the power of nomadic tribes in the steppes into which the rise of the Turks, expansion of the Mongols, imperial 
competition between England and Russia and subsequent political struggles between Russia and China all fit. 

Gordon, Stewart (2009). When Asia Was the World: Traveling Merchants, Scholars, Warriors and Monks 
who Created “Riches of the East.” Philadelphia: Da Capo Press.  
Based on actual memoirs, each of nine chapters treats the story of an individual who traveled the trade routes 
across Asia by land or by sea, and who left an imprint on the dynamic interaction of religions, cultures and 
traditions, the roots of which are still felt today. 

Hansen, Valerie (2012).  Silk Road: A New History. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
A professor of history at Yale University, who specializes in China, reassesses the history of trade routes across 
Asia in light of documentary evidence and new archaeological finds. Although many commodities were traded 
(paper, gems, metals, spices), her conclusions articulate a small volume of trade, based on local peddlers 
traveling short distances; of more significance were migrations and the transmission of religions and 
technologies. Seven chapters focuses on the historical ascendance of each of seven oasis communities between 
Xi'an and Samarkand, where merchants, pilgrims, monks and travelers experienced an environment of religious 
diversity and tolerance, a cosmopolitanism, which she argues was lost with the advent of Islam -- an assertion 
that does not fit with historical circumstances. 

Härtel, Herbert, and Marianne Yaldiz (1982). Along the Ancient Silk Routes: Central Asian Art from the 
West Berlin State Museums. New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
This museum catalogue documents wall paintings, textiles, and sculpture, removed from the site of Bezeklik by 
Albert von Le Coq in the early 20th century, deposited in German state museums. 

Hopkirk, Peter (1980). Foreign Devils on the Silk Road: The Search for the Lost Cities and Treasures of 
Chinese Central Asia. London: Murray. 

 Hopkirk offers a well-written account of exploration in the late 19th and early 20th centuries by European, 
American, and Japanese explorers and archaeologists. Because they removed so many documents, artifacts, and 
works of art, they have been called “Foreign Devils” by Chinese authorities in a debate that continues into the 
21st century. Includes an excellent bibliography of the publications by and about these intrepid individuals. 

Jiang, Rong (2008). Wolf Totem. (Tr. Howard Goldblatt). New York: Penguin Press. 
Winner of the Man Asian Literary Prize, Jiang has written a novel that has been called “an epic Chinese tale,” 
which offers an allegorical critique of contemporary Chinese civilization, with a focus on Inner Mongolia. 

Lattimore, Owen (1940). Inner Asian Frontiers of China. Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. 
This is the classic interdisciplinary study of China’s expansion into Central Asia. It places cultural diffusion and 
conquest into a geopolitical framework and geographical determinants with ideological implications. 

Mair, Victor, ed. (2010). Secrets of the Silk Road: An Exhibition of Discoveries from Xinjiang Uyghur 



Autonomous Region, China. Santa Ana: Bowker Museum. 
Excavated archaeological materials including mummies, housed in the Xinjiang Regional Museum in Urumqi, 
traveled to two venues in the United States (University Museum, Philadelphia PA; Bowker Museum, Santa Ana 
CA). Superb documentary photographs and outstanding analytical contributions by several authors offer 
archaeological interpretations that bear upon contemporary concerns with the reconstruction of history. 

Mair, Victor H. and Jane Hickman (2014). Reconfiguring the Silk Road: New Research on East-West 
Exchange in Antiquity. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology. 
Presents the papers of a symposium held in 2011 that explore and interpret new evidence for ancient trade routes. 

Morgan, Joyce and Conrad Walters (2012). Journeys on the Silk Road: A Desert Explorer, Buddha’s 
Secret Library, And The Unearthing of the World’s Oldest Printed Book. Guilford CT: Lyons Press. 

 An account of Sir Aurel Stein’s transfer of scrolls hidden for more than a thousand years and discovered by a 
Buddhist monk from a cave in western China to the British Museum in London, placed in the context of desert 
sands and global politics. [One of several books on the same topic by different authors]. 

Rawson, Jessica (1984). Chinese Ornament: The Lotus and the Dragon. London: British Museum. 
 An exploration of the cross-cultural influences east and west that led to the development of artistic designs we 

associate with China. 
Rossabi, Morris (2009). Khubilai Khan: His Life and Times. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Drawing from East Asian, Middle Eastern, and European sources, Rossabi provides a rich portrait of the Mongol 
ruler of China, Khubilai Khan (1215-1294), who hosted Marco Polo, and who fostered broad cultural exchange.  

Schafer, Edward H. (1963). The Golden Peaches of Samarkand: A Study of T’ang Exotics. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 
A professor of Oriental languages at the University of California, Berkeley, explores the material fascination of 

T’ang China in exotic animals and luxuries in fashion, furnishings, and diet, that inspired literary expression.  
Soucek, Svatopluk (2000). A History of Inner Asia. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 Interesting historical treatment of Xinjiang as one of seven countries comprising Inner Asia (along with post-

Soviet Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Mongolia) examining the region 
after the advent of Islam and in the context of Russian imperial expansion, with many comparisons of Soviet and 
Communist Chinese policies in the 20th century. 

Thubron, Colin (2007). Shadow of the Silk Road. New York: Harper Collins.  
These are the ruminations of a well-respected travel writer who considers the silk road of the past and its 
remnant shadow today, raising many questions that still need pondering. Traveling from east to west, from 
Kashgar, where the northern and southern routes converge, he crossed the Pamir Mountains to Central Asia. 

Wada, Y. I., Zhao, F. et al (2014). Resist Dye on the Silk Road: Shibori, Clamp Resist, and Ikat. 
Proceedings for the 9th International Shibori Symposium at the China National Silk Museum, October 
31st – November 4th 2014. n.p.: 9ISS. 

Weatherford, Jack (2004). Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World. New York: Three Rivers. 
A professor of Anthropology who teaches at Macalester College retells the story of military strategist Genghis 
Khan as a progressive leader who promoted communication, extensive trade networks, and religious freedom. 

Winchester, Simon (2008). The Man Who Loved China. New York: Harper Collins.  
With a silly title and a much-too-racy subtitle, "The fantastic story of the eccentric scientist who unlocked the 
mysteries of the Middle Kingdom," this is a delightfully readable biography of Joseph Needham, who wrote, 
compiled, and edited the voluminous encyclopedic study, Science and Civilization in China (Cambridge UK and 
New York: University Press, 1954 -  ). 

Perspectives on the Silk Road: Electronic Resources 
The Silk Road and the V&A Stein Collection  

http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/the-silk-road-and-the-v-and-a-stein-collection/ 
Sir Aurel Stein (1862-1943) conducted three expeditions to several sites in western China; the materials he 
recovered are today housed at the Victoria & Albert Museum, The British Museum and The British Library, all 
in London, and the National Museum in New Delhi, India. 

Art & Trade on the Silk Road, On-Line Museum Resources in Asian Art 
http://afemuseums.easia.columbia.edu/cgi-bin/museums/search.cgi/topic?topic_id=148;all_p=1 

Compilation of on-line educational resources concerning arts of the trade routes across Asia. 
Silk Road Seattle http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/ 

Professor Daniel C. Waugh of the University of Washington initiated a multicultural, multidisciplinary on-line 
database of resources for teaching and learning about the historic network of trade routes across Eurasia. 

Silk Road Project (founded by Yo-Yo Ma in 1988)  http://silkroadproject.org 
Focused on music and audience, The Silk Road Project uses the term “Silk Road” as a metaphor for cultural 
exchange, citing the historic trade network as the “first global exchange of scientific and cultural traditions.”  


